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IT-B to develop new apps,
software for Aakash 2 tablet

UPGRADATION Tablets given to 250 colle

Nidhi Varma

= himetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The world'’s cheapest
‘tablet-cum-computer’, Aakash,
will undergo further upgradation
with new applications and inter-
faces, which will be developed by
students of the Indian Institute
of Technology-Bombay (II'T-B).

IIT-B and the National Mission
on Eduecation through Infor-
mation and Communication
Technology (NME-ICT), respon-
sible for the ‘Aakash' project, laid
down adetailed plan at the Powai
campus on Friday.

Committee members said the
first batch of one lakh tablets had
been distributed successfully.
“The new upgraded tablets
synced with the latest applica-
tions have been given to 250 col-
leges across the country,” said
professor Deepak Phatak, head
ofthe project at IIT-B. He added
that more than 12000 teachers
from these colleges have been

i

w (From left) Professor Kannan Moudgalya, member of

NME-ICT, with Deepak Phatak, head of the project at lIT-B.

specially trained to make opti-
mum use of the device.

The gamut of applications
includes ProxyMITY, Clicker,
Scilab and Spoken tutorials, All

these applications are based on
open source platform, where
users can give inputs for modifi-
cation or alteration of any appli-
cation for its better functioning.

KNOW YOUR APPLICATIONS

ges across India; 12,000 teachers have been trained to use them

Details of the various applications
APPLICATIONS | DESCRIPTION/ FUNCTIONALITY
It stands for Proxy Multimedia Integration Tool for
ProxyMITY | You. It enables creation of interactive lessons by
importing lecture videos and presentation slides.
This application allows interaction between the
Clicker instructor and participants and helps to give
instant feedback. It also helps teachers conduct
quizzes with the class.
Scilab port permits users to write their programs
Scilab and execute it directly on their Aakash tablet. It
helps to solve technical glitches in the program.
Spoke It guides users on how to use a device to its
powen maximum. It is dubbed in 20 regional languages
tutorials such as Gujarati, Oriya, Malyalam, Marathi etc.

Users can now also upgl:ade their device directly from

http://www.sakshat.ac.in/

Professor Kannan Moudgalya,
member of NME-ICT said: “The
virtual labs free open source soft-
ware and the pedagogy project
represents [IT-B."

Phatak said the digital device
would enable countrywide access
to knowledge. ‘A device gets value
only when it has appropriate con-
tent and practical usability”



MIBIKA BASU
MUMBAIL, DECEMBER 27

TOBUILD adedicated cadre
of students tofocuson housing,
water and energy development
mruratareasandtier land tier
I cities. a Technology and De-
velopment Consultancy Cell
(TDCC) is coming up at 1T
Bombay, as part of the Legacy
Project of the 1987 batch. On
Saturday. the batch of ‘87 will
converge for theirsitver jubilee
reunion,

The TDCC aims at taluka,
district and state level projects
to develop specific technolo-
gies in water planning and en-
ergy sectors, The batch of '87
has pledged approximately Rs
2.5 crore for the Legacy Pro-
ject, which will also cover two
mitiatives started by alumni
thatare alreadyronning at 11T
Bombay, the Students’ Schol-
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Armed with development plan,
‘87 batch comes calling to lIT-B

Consultancy Cell to look at grooming students to focus on water
and energy development in rural areas, Tier-11 & Tier-lll cities

arships and the Retired Faculty
Wellness Fund,

Explaining the TDCC
plan. Dushyanit Pandya.a 1987 -

alumnus, said, "FThere is a sub-
stantial market at the taluka
and district levels, a market that
isfargelyunexplored. Many stu-
dent projects work with district
coliectors, NGOs, state agen-
cigs to deliver critical knowl-
edge inputs.

“The aimistostart a paid-
consultancy model to hive our
fresh engineers/development
professionals as consultants to
meet these requirements. The
expected outcome is toengage
i development consuitancy
and explore business models
which will work, and tram fu-
ture consulfants and designers
fordevelopment sectors.”

The TDCC will pravide a
careermthe technology devel-
opment consultancysector, and

The batch of ‘87 has

pledged approximately
Rs 2.5 crore for the
Legacy Project

create course material in the
area, The cellwill imteractwith
students within IIT Bombay
and groom them for a consul-
tancy role in the development
sector. The potential achieve-
ments, as drawn up by the
batch, inciudes 20-25 consuit-
anis trained towork on develop-

ment projects, compietion of

up to four big projects and

Page 3 of 5

demonstration of several busi-
ness models by which consuit-
ants can engage with develop-
ment agencies. Assuming that
the technology development
programme needs three years
of support, the batch is ex-
pected tokeep aside Rs80Hakh
forthe purpose.

To ensure that lack of funds
does not come m the way of tal-
entedstudents getting 11T edu-
cation, the 1987 batch will also
support several students'schol-
arships for the programme, It
will either funda one-time oper-
ational expense through the
l.egacy Fund or create anen-
dowment of approximately Rs6
lakh per scholarship and pay
students an annual amount
frominterest, Another option s
to provide bridge funding to
students for tuition and other
expensesduring the processing
oftheir student loans.
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Pune architects to design
T Ganhinar campus

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, DECEMBER 27

FOUR Pane-based architects who
collectively call themselves Mitim-
itra are ail set to design the IIT
Gandhinagar campus. They gota
chance to design the prestigious
project after their design concept
was chosen by a special jury nomi-
nated by the Board of Governors at
HT, Gandhinagar, Guijarat.

The four Mitimitra members,
Madhav Hundekar, Makarand
Godboele, Madhura Mulay and
Vikram Hundckar, have been
working in the field of architecture
for the past 22 years.

After getting the masterplan of
the campus ready, HT Gandhina-
gar held a competition and invited
architects from across India. The

will have mainly three
major areas, the academic
nuildings, housing fer the
staff and faculty and

-hostels for students

competition was aimed at getting
the best design and concept for the

permanent campus to be setup at

Pajejvillage inon 400 acres.

The campus will have mainly
three major arcas, the academic
buildings, housing for the staff and
faculty and hostels for students. The
academic buildings would have a
fecture theatre complex, research
faboratories and facilities for the

faculty and students, and recre-
ational spaces for students including
canteensand exhibition areas.

The winning design evolved by
Mitimitra consists of a unigue con-
cept of development of an educa-
tional 'spine’ - the hub of activities
for the entire campus -and unigue
‘identities’ not only for the build-
ings, but also for spaces contained
within them,

“The design also cmploys many
greenfechnologies ike night-purge
cooling, rainwater harvesting, pas-
sive down-drought evaporation
and cooling, and also aims at
reusing every drop of water on
campus,” said Mitimitra members
at apressconference i the city on
Thursday. They said construction
of the buildings at the Palej site
would begin ina couple of months,



HT Lucknow

150TH BIRTH ANNIV OF SWAMI VIVEKANAND

UGC directs varsities to organise ‘befitting tribute’

HT Correspondent

u [koreportersdesk@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: The University Grants
Commission (UGC) has asked all
varsities and educational insti-
tutions to organise special pro-
grammes tomark the 150thbirth
anniversary of spiritual leader
swami Vivekanand next year:
"The regulatory body for higher
education in India has issued
directives in accordance with
the instructions from the ministry
of human resource development
(MHRD) for universities and col-
legesto hold state ornational level

essay competitions, lectures and
other befitting forms of tributes
for Vivekanand, who is held to
have had a major contribution in
promoting nationalismin colonial

UGC chairman Ved Prakash, in
amissive tovice-chancellors of all
universities issued on December
27, has written, “The decision
was taken in the fourth meeting
of the National Implementation
Committee for commemoration
of the 150th birth anniversary
of Swami Vivekananda. May 1,
therefore, request your esteemed
institution to organise state/

rganise state/nationa
level essay competitions
and the prizes may
be given either

Swamiji’s birthday.
VED PRAKASH, uscchaiman

national level essay competitions
and the prizes may be given either
on National Education Day or on
January 12-the birthday of Swami
Vivekananda.”

“Further, your institution may
also consider organising a series
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of lectures on various topics to
pay rich tributes to the great
personality. Another befitting
tribute to the learned scholar
could be honouring him during all
ceremonial functions, including
convocations, organised by your
institution,” Prakash adds.

“It is my earnest request for
your active and wholehearted
participation in organising befit-
ting events to honour Swami
Vivekananda, who among his
other invaluable contributions,
sowed the seeds of nationalism
in colonial India,” the letter con-
cludes.



